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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Savior Jesus, hear my prayers and deliver me. Bless me 
today through your Word and Sacrament. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: The door to God and the glory he has prepared for us stands 
wide open, but he has mapped out a very specific pathway to that door. It is 
not an easy one. As it did with Jesus, this route takes us through opposition, 
suffering, and even death. While our human nature may want to take a detour 
around these things, Jesus' own life shows us that no detour is allowed. His 
cross came before his crown. The same path lies ahead of us. However, at the 
end of it, through the open door, we are offered a reward far superior to 
anything the world can offer. 

Worship Series:  When we wander from God, he always keeps his door open for 
us. But God doesn’t just passively wait for us to return. He lovingly pursues 
sinners in ways that make them long for home. The word Lent comes from an 
old English word for spring: “lengthen,” when the days grow longer. For over 
1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. In this 40-day journey to the cross 
and tomb, we will see the surprising strategies our heavenly Father uses for 
getting sinners back home, close to him and the loving care he offers.  

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Guest Preacher:  Seminarian Caleb Raasch 

Sunday Reader: Student Andy Raasch 
Sunday Liturgist: Pastor Ryan Wolfe 

Organ: Robyn Stoller  
Soloist: Carolyn Forster 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 

Open Door Policies— 
No Detours Allowed 
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Hymn: Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near    CW 867 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please remain seated. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Two 
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M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
  

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our par-
ents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith 
in God and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Bap-
tism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. 
We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 
  

C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow 
and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  
It also means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in right-
eousness and purity forever. 
  

M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 
C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

M: God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit 
and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives 
your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. 
His promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your 
sins are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Anthem  Who Is This King? 
Chorus Who is this King that lays aside His crown?  

 Who is this King that gently kneels down? 
 Who is this King that comes to the meek, strengthens the weak? 
 Who is this King? 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
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Who is this King, this servant of man? Who is this King with carpenter’s hands? 
Who is this King that holds the unclean, dies to redeem? 
Who is this King? 
 

From heaven’s bright throne and courts filled with praise  
King Jesus came humbly, a servant of grace.  
Trading His glory for shadows and fears,  
He washes the feet of the world with his tears. (Chorus) 

 
 

(10:30am) Sacrament of Baptism 
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font at the 10:30am service. 
 

M: The Gospel according to St. Mark: “People were bringing little children to Jesus 
for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When 
Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 
little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his 
hands on them and blessed them.” 

 

The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says:  
 

M: Elva Mae Schmiege, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart  to mark you as one re-
deemed by Christ the crucified. 
  

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new 
birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen 
you with his grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 
 
 

(10:30am) Exhortation to Parents & Congregation 
M: Brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. 
Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to 
assist in whatever manner possible so that Elva and all the children of our 
church may remain children of God until death. If you are willing to carry out 
this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 
 



6 

M: Let us pray. 
We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Elva as your own 
child and made her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray, 
grant to her and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may 
live to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may also 
share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal 
life; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

 

 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 26:8-15 

Jeremiah knew the path the Lord had called him to walk—calling the nation to 
repent—would lead to suffering. In love for the Lord and for his nation, Jeremiah 
walked that path willingly. 
 

8But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the Lord 
had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people 
seized him and said, “You must die! 9Why do you prophesy in the Lord’s name 
that this house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and deserted?” 
And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the Lord. 
 10When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from 
the royal palace to the house of the Lord and took their places at the entrance 
of the New Gate of the Lord’s house. 11Then the priests and the prophets said 
to the officials and all the people, “This man should be sentenced to death 
because he has prophesied against this city. You have heard it with your own 
ears!” 
 12Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: “The Lord sent 
me to prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard. 
13Now reform your ways and your actions and obey the Lord your God. Then 
the Lord will relent and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. 
14As for me, I am in your hands; do with me whatever you think is good and 
right. 15Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the 
guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in 
it, for in truth the Lord has sent me to you to speak all these words in your 
hearing.” 

 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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Psalm of the Day: As the Deer Psalm 42A 
 A soloist sings the verses. The congregation sings the refrains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Second Reading Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Being a follower of Jesus means that our path in life will resemble his. Paul en-
courages us to stand firm on the path as we journey toward heaven. 
 

 17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as 
you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18For, as I 
have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live 
as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their god is 
their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly 
things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from 
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there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will 
be like his glorious body. 
 1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy 
and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 
 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:8 

 
 Being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself  
by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Refrain 

 
 

Gospel Luke 13:31-35 
 Pharisees offer Jesus a detour around danger and a shortcut to safety. But Jesus 
was determined to continue down the path he was on for us and our salvation.  
 

31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 
place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 32He replied, “Go tell 
that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people today and to-
morrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33In any case, I must press 
on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die out-
side Jerusalem! 

34“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gath-
ers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 35Look, your house is 
left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  

 

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated. 
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Hymn of the Day: Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart            CW 817 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sermon  Based on Luke 13:31-35 
 

Please stand after the sermon. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

 Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 
 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer Solo Anthem 
 

Closing Prayer  
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 

so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened 
and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of ever-
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 
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Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn: I’m But a Stranger Here CW 853 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 
Video Presentation by Luke Dorn 
 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy fellowship in the entry between services. 
Sunday JAM for children ages 3yrs to 6th grade starts at 9:15am in the sanctuary. 
Caleb Raasch will share a presentation on our Seminary in the fellowship hall.  
 

For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: Open Door Policies: Always Present, Always Patient 
Bible Readings: Exodus 3:1-15, 1 Corinthians 10:1-13, Luke 13:1-9 
Hymns: 406, 712, 667, 833 
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Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


