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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Heavenly Father, you have brought me safely to this 
new day. Bless me in it to give you praise and to give others love. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: God calls us to minister to people, body and soul. He asks us to 
reflect his love in meeting the physical and spiritual needs of others. By 
providing everything for us, God prepares us to to meet the needs of others. 
This week Jesus promises that he will provide the resources necessary to 
conduct meaningful ministry.  

Worship Series: Ministry comes from the Latin word for “service.” Ministry 
involves serving others with love, compassion, and empathy. Helping someone 
with physical needs is sometimes called “compassion ministry.” Helping 
someone with their spiritual needs, sharing the good news of Christ, is 
generally called “gospel ministry.” In this worship series we will see our efforts 
to meet the needs of those God brings into our sphere of influence as 
meaningful ministry. In our service to them, those people see God’s love and 
God sees our faith.  

A Word About Holy Communion: Our church observes the biblical practice of 
member communion (also called close communion). In Holy Communion we 
not only receive forgiveness from God, but we also express the unique 
relationship our members have with each other. If you are not a member of 
our congregation, we kindly ask that you not take communion today, but 
speak with our pastor after the service. We would love to share the sacrament 
with you in the future. 

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
 Preacher:  Pastor Ryan Wolfe  Piano/Organ: Luke Dorn 

Vocalist: Pastor & Jessie Wolfe 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org 

 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Meaningful Ministry—God Meets Our Need  
to Meet Others’ Needs 
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Hymn: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending CW 749 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 

 
M: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
C: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.     (Psalm 32) 

  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Two 
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M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
  

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Glory to God in the Highest: All Praise to Him CW 600 
    Vocalists will sing verse one. The congregation will join in verses two and three. 
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M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve your goodness, still you provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us your Holy Spirit that we may 
acknowledge your gifts, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in will-
ing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 
 

First Reading Exodus 16:1-15 

The LORD graciously and miraculously provides for the physical needs of Israel. 
 

 1The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of 
Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month 
after they had come out of Egypt. 2In the desert the whole community grum-
bled against Moses and Aaron. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had 
died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all 
the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve 
this entire assembly to death.” 
 4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. 
The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way 
I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 5On the sixth 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as 
they gather on the other days.” 
 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know 
that it was the Lord who brought you out of Egypt, 7and in the morning you 
will see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your grumbling against 
him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?” 8Moses also said, “You 
will know that it was the Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening 
and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grum-
bling against him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against 
the Lord.” 
 9Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come be-
fore the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling.’ ” 
 10While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked 
toward the desert, and there was the glory of the Lord appearing in the cloud. 
 11The Lord said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. 
Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled 
with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 
 13That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there 
was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the dew was gone, thin flakes 
like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 15When the Israelites 
saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it 
was. 
 Moses said to them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat. 

 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 9:8-11 
St. Paul teaches that God blesses us abundantly so that we have the resources to 
help others in His name. 
 

 8And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9As it is written: 

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
 their righteousness endures forever.” 

10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply 
and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteous-
ness. 11You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 
 

Gospel Mark 6:35-44 
Jesus minister to people by sharing the good news of salvation and by providing 
for their physical needs.  
 

 35By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a 
remote place,” they said, “and it’s already very late. 36Send the people away so 
that they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy them-
selves something to eat.” 
 37But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” 
 They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s wages! Are we to 
go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 
 38“How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” 
 When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 
 39Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the 
green grass. 40So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41Taking the 
five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and 
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the peo-
ple. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42They all ate and were satis-
fied, 43and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread 
and fish. 44The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 
  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
 
 

Children’s Devotion 
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Hymn of the Day: Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing CW 827 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sermon  Based on 2 Corinthians 9:8-11  
 

“God’s Gracious Plan for Giving 
 

 

Please stand after the sermon. 
 
 

 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

THANKSGIVING 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
M: Lord God, from whom all blessings flow, we praise you for everything you pro-

vide to sustain our lives. Lead us every day to be thankful for your gifts and 
content with what you have given. Today we pray that you would guide us to 
manage your blessings wisely for the good of your kingdom. 

C: As we use your gifts to meet our needs, move us also to support the ministry 
of the gospel with our offerings.  
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 M: Before your Son ascended to your throne, he called us to preach the good 
news to every creature. In grace you created the public ministry so that we 
may answer his call by sending others in our place. Impress on us the immense 
importance of the task you have given us to proclaim your Word to the world.  

C: In our words and in our offerings, move us to be faithful witnesses of your 
grace.    

  

M: Work in our hearts so that our gifts do more than support a cause or meet a 
need. Move us to give out of love for you, our King and Redeemer. 

C: Lead us to bring our gifts first to honor you, the Giver of all things.  
  

M: Teach us to give to the needs of others as an ongoing part of life since the 
work of the gospel continues every day. Forgive us for the sins of apathy and 
carelessness and for giving that reacts only to urgent pleas or crises. 

C: Help us see the wisdom of planning our offerings as a regular routine of our 
faith.      

  

M: Teach us to plan our giving in view of your blessings to us. The widow’s coins 
were meager, but they were all she had. Move us to believe that to whom 
much is given, much is also expected.  

C: Give us courage to bring gifts that reflect your gifts to us.  
  

M: Teach us to give as a cheerful response of our faith in you and your Son. Spare 
us all feelings of obligation or resentment as we give. Help us to see our giving 
to the church as the vehicle that carries the gospel to the lost, and lead us to 
rejoice with the angels of heaven over every sinner who repents.  

C: Help us to balance our duty to give with the joy of giving. 
  

M: Precious Lord, all our blessings come from you. Lead us again and again to 
thank you and then move us to be wise and faithful stewards of your gifts. 
May our gifts and offerings bring souls here and far away to the gracious gift of 
Jesus and his love. 

C: Lord, hear us and grant us this blessing. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
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Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the 
forgiveness of sins. The meal also bears witness to the unity and fellowship we share with each 
other. Therefore, we invite to communion all those who share in our confession by virtue of their 
membership here or in a sister WELS or ELS congregation. We ask visitors to speak to the pastor 
before communing. 

 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 
name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glo-
ry. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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Words of Institution 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 
 

Be seated. 
 

Communion Distribution 
For those who cannot have any alcohol for personal or medical reasons we offer white grape 
juice. You will find cups of white grape juice in the center of each communion tray. Gluten-
free wafers are available by request for those medically unable to tolerate gluten. 

Communicants may choose to receive the wine by individual or common cup. If you choose 
the common cup, please allow the individual tray to pass and then assist the minister by  
helping to tip the common cup. 
 

 

Distribution Hymn: Draw Near CW 662 
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After the distribution please stand at the pastor’s direction. 
 

Response of Thanksgiving 
M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1 
 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
C: We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26 
 

Closing Prayer & Blessing 
M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have giv-
en us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not for-
sake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we will-
ingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
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Hymn: For the Fruits of His Creation CW 506 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

 
Fellowship & Spiritual Growth  
Sunday morning, all are invited to enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the entry. 
Our quarterly meeting will begin about 10:30am in the sanctuary. 
 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: Meaningful Ministry—Fear Not, for the Lord is with You 
Bible Readings: 2 Kings 6:8-17, 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18,  Mark 6:45-56 
Hymns: 803, 533, 549 
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Welcome to worship! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have 
questions about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near 
you. We’re happy to help. Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms are located straight down the hall opposite the sanctuary 
entrance. Both men’s and women’s restrooms are equipped with diaper 
changing tables  for your convenience. 

 Our sanctuary is equipped with an amplified “loop” system for hearing 
assistance. Please set hearing aids to the “T” position. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. We ask members and guests to 
share their names and contact info, and invite you to share requests for 
contact or prayers. Cards can be placed in the offering basket or left on the 
table near the sanctuary entrance. 

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. 
Guests are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation 
you can place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing and 
pray and grow with us in our services. Please note these special worship aids 
and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & “quiet bags” for your child’s use in worship are 
available in the entry, just to the left of the office hallway. Ask an usher if you 
need help finding them. 

 If your child needs to be nursed or quieted for a few moments you can use 
our “cry room” down the hallway across from the restrooms. The service is 
shown live on a TV in the room. 

 Sunday mornings, before the hymn of the day and sermon, children of all 
ages are invited to come to the front of church for a short devotion on God’s 
Word. Parents may accompany their children as they wish. 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


