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W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship today. In our services we 
gather before our almighty God to receive his gifts and to offer him our 

worship and praise. Through God’s powerful Word and sacraments he renews 
our faith and strengthens us to serve in joy.  

Prayer Before Worship: Loving Father, you bless me every day with grace and 
forgiveness. Bless me today in worship and renewal. Amen.  

Theme of the Day: The greatest qualification of a shepherd is simple. A good 
shepherd needs to care for his sheep.  In Scripture meaningful ministry is often 
compared to a compassionate shepherd caring for his sheep: Jesus care for us. 
A spiritual leader cares for his “flock.” Our gospel ministry requires specific 
skills: ability to actively listen to people, aptitude for applying the gospel to 
someone’s situation, etc. But meaningful ministry most requires a 
compassionate heart that sincerely cares for others. Today, we ask the Spirit to 
see how Jesus models a compassionate shepherd’s heart so that we might be 
filled with that same compassion.  

Worship Series: Ministry comes from the Latin word for “service.” Ministry 
involves serving others with love, compassion, and empathy. Helping someone 
with physical needs is sometimes called “compassion ministry.” Helping 
someone with their spiritual needs, sharing the good news of Christ, is 
generally called “gospel ministry.” We misunderstand ministry if we think of it 
as something only pastors do. Ultimately every believer is called by God to 
reflect Christ-like love and share the message of salvation as God provides 
those opportunities. In this worship series we will see our efforts to meet the 
needs of those God brings into our sphere of influence as meaningful ministry. 
In our service to them, those people see God’s love and God sees our faith. 
Our worship follows this pattern.  

 Serving God, Serving Us: 
Guest Preacher:  Pastor Jon Enter 

Piano: Paige Reiners 

14940 62nd St N, Stillwater     +     www.salemlutheran.org     +     651-439-7831    
 

church@salemlutheran.org 

 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Meaningful Ministry—Jesus Models a  
Compassionate Shepherd’s Heart 



3 

Hymn: The Lord’s My Shepherd CW 554 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Please stand. 
 
 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:  Amen. 

 
 
 

Order of Worship 
CW Hymnal, Setting Two 
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M: If we claim to be without sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:8-9) 
  
M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
C: Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Hymn: All People That on Earth Do Dwell CW 601 sts. 1–2, 4 

 

 

 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 



5 

 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be 
gracious to us in our weakness, and give us strength to keep your command-
ments in all we say and do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated. 
 
 

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 

The Lord chastises spiritual shepherds for not bestowing care and compassion on 
their flock. He promises to raise up good shepherds who will tend God’s people. 
 

 1“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pas-
ture!” declares the Lord. 2Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says 
to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and 
driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment 
on you for the evil you have done,” declares the Lord. 3“I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will 
bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in num-
ber. 4I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer 
be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the Lord. 

5“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
 “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
a King who will reign wisely 
 and do what is just and right in the land. 
6In his days Judah will be saved 
 and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name by which he will be called: 
 The Lord Our Righteous Savior. 

 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

THE WORD OF GOD 
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Psalm of the Day: I Will Live in the House of the LORD      Psalm 23A 

The congregation reads the verses and sings the refrain in unison. 
 

 

 
  

The Lord is my shepherd,  
   I lack nothing. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures,  
   he leads me beside quiet waters, 
he refreshes my soul.  
   He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,  
   for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.    Refrain 
  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  
   You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,  
   and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen.    Refrain 

 
 

Second Reading Hebrews 13:7-8, 17-21 
The Lord keeps his promise to send good shepherds when he provides spiritual 
leaders who point us to the great Shepherd.  
 

 7Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 
 17Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because 
they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that 
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you. 
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 18Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live 
honorably in every way. 19I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be re-
stored to you soon. 
 20Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal cove-
nant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, 21equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in 
us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
  
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
 

Gospel Mark 6:30-34 
Jesus is filled with compassion for those who go through life like sheep without a 
shepherd.  
 

 30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done 
and taught. 31Then, because so many people were coming and going that they 
did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by your-
selves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 
 32So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33But many 
who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns 
and got there ahead of them. 34When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he 
had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 
So he began teaching them many things. 
  

M: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated. 
 
 

Children’s Devotion 
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Hymn of the Day: Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 

 

 

 
 
 

Sermon Text Hosea 3:1-5 
 

 1The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is 
loved by another man and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Isra-
elites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” 
 2So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek 
of barley. 3Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not 
be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way 
toward you.” 
 4For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacri-
fice or sacred stones, without ephod or household gods. 5Afterward the Israel-
ites will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king. They will 
come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in the last days. 

 
 

“Compassion is action” 
 
 

Please stand after the sermon. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

  Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated. 
 

Offering 

Our members give offerings to support God’s work in our 
church. Offerings can be put in the basket or made online by 
scanning the code. Visitors may give, but aren’t expected to.  

We ask members and visitors alike to fill out the connection 
card and place it in the basket now or as you leave. Please 
share your prayer requests that we can pray for you. 

 
Please stand. 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our 
sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

C: Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  
M: Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill 

them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
C: Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to 
love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to 
grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. 
Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 

C: Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and 
minds. 

  

M: Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us 
respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our 
fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

C: Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be pro-
claimed to all. 

  

M: Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 
Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 
good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

C: Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
  

M: Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or 
mind. Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

C: Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

M: Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear 
our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

C: In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Be seated. 
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Hymn: Lord, You Call Us as Your People CW 736 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Silent Prayer and Announcements 

WELS Connection 

 
For Worship Next Week 
Worship theme: God Meets Our Need to Meet Others’ Needs 
Bible Readings: Exodus 16:1-15, 2 Corinthians 9:8-11, Mark 6:35-44 
Hymns: 749, 827, 662, 506 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
We are glad that you joined us to worship our Savior today. If you have questions 
about our church or service simply ask an usher or someone near you. We’re happy 
to help! 

Please take note of a few helpful things: 

  Restrooms with diaper-changing tables are located straight down the hall 
opposite the sanctuary entrance.  

 Our sanctuary is equipped with a “loop” system for hearing assistance. Please 
set hearing aids to the “T” position or ask an usher for a headset. 

 You will find a connection card in your pew. Please share names, contact 
information, and prayer requests.  

 Salem members give an offering to support the work we do for the Lord. Guests 
are not expected to give anything, but if you wish to make a donation you can 
place it in a basket as it’s passed during the service or give online. 

 
 Our services are streamed live on our YouTube channel. If you would prefer not 

to be on camera, please sit in the seats located beneath the balcony. 
 
 

FOR THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We love to see families worship together and we welcome children to sing, pray, 
and grow with us in our services.  

We provide a few special worship aids and helps for families: 

 Children’s bulletins & activity bags are available in the entry, just to the left of 
the office hallway. Ask an usher if you need help finding them. 

 If your child needs a quiet space, you can use the fireside room down the 
hallway across from the restrooms. The service is streamed live into the room. 

 Children of all ages are invited to come to the front of church for the weekly 
children’s message. Parents are  welcome too! 

Salem Lutheran Church exists to glorify God  
by teaching his timeless Truth, that all may  

grow in grace and faith to share tomorrow’s eternity. 


